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The good qualities of the Chinese are manifest, just as are their
failings.     The  traveller—especially  the  traveller who  knows
India and other Eastern lands—cannot fail to be struck by the
general attitude of contentment of the vast rural population in
spite of their many hardships—and there are provinces where the
" Great War Lords " have extorted thirty years' payment of land
tax in advance.    He will be struck, too, by the happiness, the
good treatment and the condition of the children ;  by the skill
and  untiring  energy  of the  agriculturist ;    by  the   position
occupied by the women ; by the orderliness and good nature of
the people and by their kindness and courtesy.    He will find
the Chinese more comprehending and more  comprehensible
than almost any other Eastern race ;   responsive to sympathy,
humorous and gentle.    The proverbial impenetrability of the
Chinese is a fallacy.   Their minds, it is true, do not work on the
same lines as ours.    Their outlook is different.    Their logic is
to us illogical.    They lack, we consider, perspective.    On the
contrary they have too many perspectives.    And yet with all
these qualities they remain the slaves and the victims of their
conventions.    The moment they step outside their inherited
environment they are perplexed and uneasy.     This accounts
largely for the most important of all considerations in their
estimation—the ** saving of face," which is accomplished as a
rule by a rather ignominious wriggle back behind the lines of
convention.    The Chinese " save their face " somewhat as we
pray for forgiveness.    In both cases the original sin remains
but is condoned, in our case by repentance, in theirs by a process
of quite unreasonable reasoning.     In both cases there is art
honourable retreat to the status quo ante.
Besides their good qualities the Chinese have of course
their failings. They are past-masters in the art of giving a false
impression. They are callous of general suffering, it may be
from long intimacy with it. They lack inspiration, initiative and
united action. Their patriotism is vague and largely subjected to
personal interests. In the districts where they have come into
contact with the new movement individuality is running riot by
the withdrawal of traditional family restrictions and family
control. Violent and corrupt methods are being employed in
high quarters for the furtherance of personal ambitions, though
doubtless many untoward accidents are averted by the present
fashion of taking timely " Rest Cures " at home or abroad in
situations where the arm of the rival does not reach. The

